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PREFACE, 



. In publishing this tract, my principal object is to colled 
in a small compass^ for general information, the senti^ 
ments of sdentifc men, and the practice of Agriculture 
fyts at various periods. Those foho wish for further 
information may find it by the perusal of Mr. Johnson's 
valuable Essay, on the use of Salt for Agriculture, to 
which I am happy to acknowledge myself much indebt^ 
edm For the encouragement of those who are inclined 
to use Salt for manure, the Bath and West of Engm 
land Society, have offered two premiums of Fifty Pounds 
and Twenty^five Pounds for the best experiments in 
the use of it, made on not less than ten acres of 
Land. I shall feel obliged to any gentleman who 
loill furnish me with the particulars of his experiments 
in the use of Salt, whether successful or otherwise ; star 
ting the time it was applied, the quality of the soil, the 
quantity applied per acre, and the effects resulting ihere^ 
from ; particularly the quantity and quality of the grain, 
compared with that produced by the same soils where no 
Salt has been applied. I may add that I shall be aly 
ways happy to give any further information that my 
UmUed knowledge on the subject may enable me tofur^ 
fdsh. 

ffettoD-upon-Trent, near Licb^Id| 
Feb. lltl), 185??. 



SALT 



AN EXCELLENT AND CHEAf> MANUREJ. 



"Prom experiments that have been made, it appears^ 
that Salt when judicioushf applierJ to land is a cheap aiicf 
invaluable manure : presuming- that the very limited use 
of it for that purpose is owin^ to the want of knowing its 
valuable properties, and in what manner to apply it, the 
followinjj' observations are submitted to those who are 
inclined to use it, which every Farmer may now do with 
confidence, not under the impressiort that he is making" any 
hazardous experiment, but that he is availing' himself .of 
the experience of those who have studied the subject and 
derived advantage from the practice, at various periodic 
during the last two hundred years. It may appear sur- 

f»rising that its use for Agricultural purposes should be so 
ittle known ; but it should be recollected that during 
great part of the last century the excessive tax thereon 
prevented the use of it, and it is only within the last 
few years that it has been fairly tried and duly appre- 
ciated* 

The value of Salt as a manure dotisists principally in 
its property of retaining moisture in the soilj andj^absorb- 
ing it from tlie atmosphere ; in very dry seasons^ this pro- 
perty is invaluable to light and shallow soils* These de- 
scriptions require very liberal applications, and its value 
to them in a dry suinmcr can scarcely be estimated too 
highly, particularly for Spring ^rops that often suffer 
from a lack of moisture at tlieir roots. Salt shoulc^ 
never be applied on very cold land rxcept in small 
quantities for the destruction of weeds and vermin, or for 
moistening roupfh cloddy soils in a dry summer. The best 
time for applying it for a wheat crop is on the fallow or 
clover lay at the time of breaking it up, land thus 
prepared will be found to produce the most abundant 
crops and the quality will be excellent Where it has beea 
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upplied for turnips^ the crops have been greatly improved, 
tile fly has seldom taken them» and they have been known 
to stand through a severe winter without being materially 
injured by the frost. Pastures are much improved by 
it, where the grass is rough or fsour, and where weeds, 
slugs, or other vermin abound. It may be applied any 
time from Autump to early in the Spring, and it will be 
found to keep the turf fresh and luxuriant through the 
drought of Summer, and consequently improve the crops. 
If seed wheat be steeped in brine it tends to prevent the 
smut, and where mildew has appeared m a crof^ sprifik^^ 
ling it with a solution of IMk <^ Salt to a gallop of water 
has been known to check its ravages in desperate cascs^ 
When applied to hay at the time of stacking, it prevents 
undue heating and checks its fendency to mould. Cattle 
iprefer coarse damaged hay that has been salted to any 
other, and when their other food is salted, it assists digest 
tion, promotes their feeding, and keeps them free from a 
variety of diseases, particularly the grease in horses am) 
the rot in sheep. 

In Gardens it will be found very useful for the de^ 
strnclion of weeds and vermin ; and also to non-bearing 
Fruit Trees if applied in small quantities in trenches to 
the roots, a few feet from the stem. In composts of 
manure it will assist the decomposition of vegetable and 
Animal remains that may be in the mixture^ 

Tlie following testimonials of Gentlemen who have 
been induced to publish their knowledge and experience 
ibr the benefit of the Public are submitted in confirmation 
of the preceding remarks, and to stimulate others to imi*^ 
late 5md profit by their example. 

The use of Salt in agriculture in this cwmtry was 
prior to the time of tlie illustrious Lord Bacon, who died 
in 1626 ; in his Natural History, after speaking of the 
excellence of Sea Sand as a manure he mentions tne bencfv 
fit derived from applying a solution of Salt in water tp 
various kinds of vegetables. Sir Hugh Piatt, who pub- 
lished his Jewel House of Art and Nature in 1653, states, 
that ^Mt is S{)lt that makes all seeds to giow and flourish, 
iind that Dung when applied to land would in no way be«9 
»eiit the same if it were not for t\w Salt in it," he further 
SHy« *' that e gentleman ^owed a bushel 9f Sdlt on a ftmall 
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iiatch ot barren ground at Clapham, that remained for A' 
oiig period more fresh and green than any other part ot 
the field. 

The following is from the Report of Sir John Sinclain 
•^Mr.S. Robinson^ of Myrehead, near Edinburgh, on the 
1st Nov. 1818, applied 10cwt.per acre to a piece of sandy 
land at the time of sowing his wheat ; the part salted 
produced three bushel per acre more than the other part of' 
the field which was very much blighted^ the injury wa9 
i^carcely apparent on the part that was salted. Dr. John 
iParis^ of JLondon^ in hiis evidence before the House of* 
Conimonb* Committee/ April 6, 1818, observes "where 
wheat or barley has followed turnips, the land for which 
bad been salted, the crops have escaped the mildew which 
has affected other lands adjoining." Mr. Thomas Briggs, 
of Luton^ near Chatham, dated Sep, 25tb, 1820, saye^ 
** I applied 10 cwt. of Salt per acre a short time before I 
sowed barley and clover, from which I obtained a crop far 
exceeding my expectation, as the land was poor and 
chalky. The clover isnQW in high condition. I tried the 
jsame (Quantity of Salt (on another field that was very foul 
and full of the worm,) with barley alone and obtained at^ 
excellent crop, though I did not expect it would be worth 
cutting." J. Hollingshead, Esq. of Chorley, Lancashire^ 
isays ** For corn lands sown after a spring ploughing^ 8 
<;wt« of Salt per acre should be appliea immediately aftei" 
the grain is covered in, this by meliorating the soil, de^ 
jBtroying weeds and insects, and attracting moisture, will 
produce an abundant crop, and by sowing 5 or 6 cwt. an^ 
nually, the land will be permanently productive." 

Wm. Home, Esq. of Liverpoolj in a letter to the 
llight Hon. R. Vanslttart, relates that a piece of land that 
had borne a crop of wheat of only 12 bushel per acre, was 
dressod with 10 cwt. of Salt per acre the following Mid-* 
summer, excepting that two ridges in the middle of the 
field were purposely left without it, on those two ridges 
the turnips totally failed, but the remainder produced a 
plentiful crop. In another instance of 4 acres of land 
completely worn out by successive tillage, 3 acres were 
Bown with 12 cwt. per acre, and the other acre with 9 
cwt* the crop was in general very good, but was visibly 
best where the greatest quantity of Salt had been useiU 
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and in tbe aejere winter of 1794-5 they were much less in- 
jured by the frost than th^ie where no Salt had been 
applied, 

Mr, Seckler, of Gwinear, Cornwall, applied 20 cwt. 
of Salt to poor exhausted land^ soil clay inunical to tur- 
nips, and obtained a heavy rich crop, such a one as 100 ton 
of dung per acre would scarcely produce on the same land. 
It is observed in this district, that where land has been 
salted fbr two er three crops, the good effects are visible 
for at lieast seven years after. 

The following communications were addressed to Mr* 
Johnson, Great Totham, Essex, and are extracted from his 
Essay on Salt : — 

From Mr. James Chablis, of Pansfield^ Essex, dated 
September 2nd, 1820 : — " The sbil which was of a loose hol- 
low description, had 7 cwt. of Salt applied after the wheat 
had been sown in November, and it produced six bushels of 
wheat more per acre than was obtained from that part of the 
field to whicn none was applied, and the grain was four shil- 
lings per quarter better. 

From Mr. Samuel Baynes, Heybridge, Essex, Dec. 
10th, 1820:— I applied early in Nov. 1819, 7 cwt. of 
Salt per acre to part of a field of wheat, to the remainder of 
Ae same extent, 10 load of yard manure was applied — the 
part salted was veiy little mildewed and free from weeds 
and produced 360 sheaves^ containing — 36| bushel per 
acre, the part to which no Salt wa^ applied produced 220 
sheaves, containing — 17i bushel per acre. 

From the Rev. Thomas Brown, Gorleston, Yarmouth : 
— ^''In Oct. 1819, 1 collected 27 cart loads of sea weed, and 
spread them immediately wet as they were, on an acre of 
bean stubble and dibbled wheat upon it, 1 then applied to 
the next land 3 bushel of Salt per acre and 15 load of 
rich manure, and .dibbled it also with wheat ; the part 
to.which the sea weed was applied produced three times 
the quantity produced from the other part of the field. 
The Salt contained in the weeds could not be less than 
from 18 to 20 bushels. 1 am convinced that tbe utility of 
Salt as a manure depends on a liberal . use of it, having 
made some other experiments myself with small quantities 
irom which no benefit was apparent." 

From Mr. John Ranson, Sproughton, Suffolk, March 
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2Mii ISSO^i-^l BppMisi Scwt. of. Salt per acre te. part of 
a fi«ld intended for barley*~the Salted part was brfghter 
and one weeli earlier than the otlier^ at narvest the result 
was, Soil without au^ manure produced 30 bushels per 
acre, Soil dressed with 8 cwt. of Salt per acre produced 
51 bushels per acre." 

From Mr. C. Burke, of Capel, Suffolk ;— "On the 6th 
of April, 1820, I applied 6 civt. of Salt to an acre of 
clorer, the improvement was soon apparent, and th$ crop 
on the Salted acre was at least one third more than on any 
other acre in the same field.'' 

Dr. BrowrigGf in an Essay published in 1748, says, 
*' Salt is dispei:seq . over all nature, it rises in vegetables, 
and from them is conveyed into animals ; so that it may 
be esteemed the universal restorative of natm*e ; when pro-i 
perly ysed as a manure it affords nourishment to cprn and 
other vegetables, and renders kiqgdon^ rich aud fertile 
wbere it abounds." 

Sir Humphrey Davy observes,. " that fallowing 
affords no new. source of richness tf> the soil, and,th^ only 
ca^e where this practice is beneficial appears to be in 
cleansing, foul soils by the destruction of weeils find ver-i 
min" if this be correct, the use of Sail n^ust be invaluable 
as it will effect in .a short time all that is gained by fallow- 
ing and enable the farmer to keep his land constantly pro- 
ductive. 

A real Farmer in the Farmers Guicle published in 
1768, says, '^Jiow 1 come to treat of the mother otall n[),anures, 
jSalt, for everv rort of naanure is higher or lower in, value 
jM^cordingto the Salt it has in it; formerly Salt was thought 
$0 be injurious, but experience has taugiit us wisdom, it is 
MOW found to be otherwise, provided it be judiciously ap-^ 
plied according to the state of the lane." 

J« Hollingshead, Esq. in his Hints to a Country Gen,-^ 
tloman, published in ISOO, obseryes, '* if Salt were allowed 
as a manure free from any restraints, the Farmer woold be 
enabled to sow with S»lt all the barren mountains in the 
kingdom, and that tbt'y would soon produce pasturage equal 
to a'Salt Marsh." Mr. Wm. Bevin, in a letter to Sirl'. Bar-, 
pard that wns read to 'he Committee of the House of Com- 
^o;is in 181H, after statingthat part of a field of wheat soil, 
^a \stiff clay) had been very wuch bem^fiued by the ap- 
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plication of Salt proceeds, ** soon after tiie wheat appeared 
clovlBr was sowo and harrowed in, the adi^antage to thia 
crop wBjs full as great as to the com, nearly in treble pro-** 
portion to that not salted, and the. effects of-- the Salt are 
now visible by the superior rerdure it produces ; the cat« 
tie are exceedingly fond of the hay taken off it, and will 
eni down the aftermartb quite bare before they will taste 
the grass on any other part of the field/' 

Mr. George Sinclair in his Essay presented to the 
Board of Agiiculture, observes ** that for the destrqetion of 
those powerful enemies to young crop&, slugs, and worms, 
8att is powerful and efficacious, for this purpose from 5 
to 7 cwU per acre diould be applied on the surface.'' 

Jj, C. Curwen, Esq, M, P, in his evidence before the 
Committee of the House of Commons, April 7th, 1 8 1 8, report* 
ed that he had given Salt to his cattle of all descriptions 
daily since the preceding November with great advantage 
and he believes that nothing will promote the health of cat^ 
tl^ and their good condition like a due application of it« 
— r4 03S. per day Were regularly given to fourteen oxen feed* 
iiig on j^traw, steamed chaff, and turnips only, eight of 
thjpm were weighed on tb^ 13th pf Feb, and again on the 
17th bf March, the increased weight on the eight was 
thirty stone, of fonrteen poqnd per stone, during that period ; 
be consi^ders Salt highly useful in preventing the grease 
in horses and the rot in sheep^ L, B. Hollingshead, Esq. 
ill a iCommunicatioo to Mr. Parkes says, ^* in deep Ip.aniy 
dry ^oJls upon which wb^at h^s grown, after the crop is 
got in^ the land should be repeatedly ploiag^ied in the 
Spring and planted with potatoes, then spread 8 cwt. of 
8i}|t per acre^ bv this method a crop of wheat and another 
of potatpes m^y DC produced alternately oh the^ame ground 
for ev.erj instead of losing a year's produce by the old sys** 
tem of fallowing:." 

From Win..Thurlow^ Esq. Gosfield Park, Essex :-^ 
" In Octp 1818, i applied 8x:wt. of Salt to an aore of grass 
land, this piece produced double the crop I obtained from 
the other part of the field where iio Salt was applied." 

Tlia following communications 1 Ipave recently 
received ffQifk farmers in various parts of the Couu* 
try :-^ 
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TO MR. ^, HARRIS^ 

Hill Moreton^ Wapwkluhiiie4 Oct. 27tb, 1837. 

• 

lu 1824 I qppIieA 12 cwt. of Salt per acre to 
port of a field kiteofled for wheat, at the time of break- 
ing ijp the clover ley, the Salt was applied at the time 
the wheat w&& drilled ; the part that was salted pro- 
duced an excellent crop and yielded full 0ve bags per 
B^re more than the unsajted part, which was very full of 
w<eeds, though the part to which the Salt wa[s applied was 
reniarkabiy clear of them. The next season I had a fine 
crop of barley from, the same field without any additional 
manure, the summer being dry, the seeds failed ; when 
the barley wnscartedT ploughed the land three times, and 
applied 10 cwt.. of Salt per acre, and ploughed it in with 
triy wheat, and obtained ten bags per acre of very fine 
mialify. I have now a very fine plant of clover on 
the same field, though no other manure has been ap-> 
plied to it for three years. I have this year applied ten 
cWt. per acre at seed time to a piece of barley and 

{ilougned it in with the seed, though th^ land was previous- 
y in very moderate condition, the produce was 9 quarters, 
6 bushels per acre, and the quality very fine. I have now an 
excellent crop of turnips after vetches that were salted 10 
cwt. per acre, when the turnips were sown. Having a 
wharr here and another at Rugby wheremost of theSalC 
u|<^d in this part of the country has been landed, I have 
had an opportunity of seeing the progressive increase of 
the Agricultural Salt trade in this district, as well as hear- 
ing the opinion of those who have made use of it, which 
may be interesting to you. In 1824, when Salt was first 
used to any extent, the consumption was 20 tons annually ; 
1825, 30 tons; 1826, 100; 1827, 300. Every Farmer 
that has used Salt (one excepted who applied only 4 cwt« 
per acre) has been so well satisfied, that ne has continued 
to use it in greater quantities every year. It has been used 
indiscTiminately upon all soils, and in very various quan- 
ih'w9^ sometimes it has been ploughed in before seed time, 
ut cihcrs harrowed in with it, sometimes left on the surface, 
iHid at others applied on' the green crop, the latter experi- 
luent has been repeatedly tried this season ; and the crops 
at this time wear a very promising aspect. 1 have made diii- 
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g^nt iDquiry^ but have not beard a single inaUnce wbere 
injury has been done^ nor one in which any part^ bas been 
ditsmtisfied with his experiment, though some naVe beeo : 
made on a bold scale by applying 17 cwt. per acre. 

JAMES SMITH* 
TO MR. 8. HARRIS. 

Cow-Roasty ni5ar Tring, Herts, Nov. 27th, 1827. 
1 have used Salt for manure fer the last ibuf 
years on my Farm, (which is a light black loam) 
and have experienced great advantage frcHn it in the 
quantity and quality 6f my grain* For wheat, I apply 
from 8 to 10 cWt. per acre about a week before seed time, 
or when I sow after clover, at the time of breaking up the 
ley ; the crop of wheat that I obtained this year after 
clover, where it was salted, was very fine^ the eara were * 
large and the quality excellent ; and I obtained one shil«» 
ling per quarter above the highest price of any other wheat * 
at Tring market on Friday week. For barley, 1 have used 
from 6 to 6 cwt. per acre at seed time, and have harrowed 
it in. I dressed naif a field in this manner m the Springs 
the different appearance while standing was very strike 
ing, as the salted part was very thick and strong, when : 
it was secured it was still more apparent^ the grain 
on the salted part being brighter and heavier than the > 
other. I use it on my hay in all seasons, but apply 
the greatest quantity when it has been injured by the 
weather. This year I have a stack about thirty 
loads^ that came off some of my worst land and was 
very harsh and rough, I sprinkled on the layers about 
^ cwt. per ton ; it is now in excellent condition, my 
cattle eat it freely, and do well upon it. Several of 
my friends salted their turnip laud last year and had 
excellent crops, when there was a general failure in the 
neighbourhood owing to the excessive drought. I may 
add that after applying it on the clover lay, Ihaveoh«« 
served within a few hours after at least a dozen slugs 
dead on two feet square. While 1 see such obvious ad^ 
vantage arise from the use of Salt, I shall continue to use 
it freely. A gentleman whose farm joins to mine has used 
It for many years with great advantage to bis crops, par«* 
ticularly for wheat and turnips, he has now a very fine . 
crop of the latter on a field that was skilled with 7 ^wt* 
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per acre about a month before seed time, some of tliem 
ale a yard in circomferenoe ; be has also.twed it on his hay 
and of late be has mixed it with chaff, wben^.he has cut 
a quantity and ^ives it ta his cattle of all descriptions^ 
They: are generaUy very healthy and feed better since be 
has given them salted food ; this gentleman has remarked 
in conversation, that ever since he has used Salt^ bis land 
'-^has been free from weeds and slugs. 

THOyi AS LANDOy» 
TO MR. S. HARRIS. 

Rugby, Dec. 27tb, 1827^ 
At Michaelmas 1826, I was first induced to try 
Salt as manure. I then applied 10 cwt. per acre 
for a crop of wheat, and reaped a most abundant one 
of excellent quality ; though the land was very poor, 
being a black heatby soil, that had not produced a good 
crop during forty years that it had been in cultivation, 
previous to the application of Salt. This year I sowed 
the same field with oats without any additional manure^ 
and have secured a very fine crop, they are laid at from 7 
to 8 quarters per acre, and the weight at 441b per bushel and 
are decidedly the best sample in the neighbourhood. The 
oats being off the ground early I have now an excellent 
crop of turnips in the same field, without any fresh manure. 
* I applied 10 cwt. per acre at seed time to another turnip 
crop which has produced abundance, of fine quality. I 
shall continue to use Salt freely while it makes me sucii 
liberal returns, 

WILLIAM. LADBaOOR. 
TO MR. S. HARRIS. 

Rugby, Dec. 27th, 1827. 
Having heard of the excellence of Salt 'as a 
manure, I resolved to try it last year for a wheat crop, 
1 applied 12 cwt. per acre about two weeks before 
seed time, and had my expectations fully realized by 
the abundance and eii^cellent quality of my wheat. In 
a field adjoining that was sown at the same time, with the 
s?meseed, the crop was mildewed about a month before 
harvest and turns out a very thin ordinary sample, and in 
quantity I do not expect to get half so much as from the 
salted field. I also applied 10 cwt. per acre to a field iui^ 
tended for turnips at seed time, and nave obtaine4( a fln^ 
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W?gular crop. My experience combined with that of many 
of my nei|^n hours has been so satisfactory to me that I 
have salted ali my wheat this season and its present ap«> 
pearance is Tery luxuriant* thomas bhomwich. ; 

rro MR« S. HARRIS. I 

Asbby Parva, Leicestershire^ Dec. 29th, 1S27.. 
My attention was first turned •to Salt as a manure 
labout four years ago ; I tben had a piece of pas«- 
iure that was very rough and sour ; having heard 
that Salt wx)uld improve it, I applied 7 cwt. .peracre 
in April ; on goin^ into the field a few days after, I wa^ 
surprised to find that the cattle had eaten all the rough 
grass, and the turf altogether was in a short time muc^ 
improved. In hot summers, this field was generally very 
much burnt up previous to the application of Salt^ froni 
that time it has uniformly retained its freshness in the driesjt 
seasons ; when the neighbouring pastures have been dfie;^ 
vp. I was first induced to try it on arable land, on a fiel<^ 
of whefit that early in the Spring appeared to be completer- 
spoiled by the wire worm ; which had been more or less 
e case with every crop produced by it for several years. 
Though I feared the crop was destroyed, I determined to 
try what effect 8 cwt. Salt per acre would have on it, 
which I applied, and in afew weeks it vevived in an aston- 
ishing manner, and 1 had a very abundant crop, the qualify 
of which was excellent, and have not seen any effqcts from 
the worm since the Salt was applied. I have also ap- 
plied it to my hay about half a cwt. per load, and have 
found that my feeding cattle and horses have done remarka- 
bly well upon it ; I have also mixed it with straw for cattle 
with advantage, the Salt softens it and assists its diges- 
tion. I have this year salted all my wheats with 15 cwt. 
per acre, and they are looking well. For turnips, I have 
applied 10 cwt per acre iw April, and ploughed it in ; my 
crops have been much improved by it. — Indeed I am satis- 
fied that if Farmers were generally acquainted with the 
advantage of using Salt^ it wou]ld tuecome tbe most univer- 
sal manure. wILliam nijrsc. ' 

TO MR. 8. HARRId^ 

Caves Inn, near Lutterworth, Dec. 28th, \S2lf. 
In 1826, I possessed a crop of wheat 
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on some land that had been recently broken tip, I soon 
discovered that the wire worm had taken it, and as tk(3 
season advanced it made soch dreadfol ravages amon;^ it, 
that it appeared likely to be entirely destroyed. Finding* 
that it was not likely ta come to a crop, I planted 
the field with potatoes. Having heard that Salt was 
very likely to destroy the^e destructive vermin, I de- 
termined to try it and to pkmt wheat upon it again ; a few 
days before I drilled the wheat, 17 ewt. was applied to an 
acre, and plous;faed in. I have been over the field thi^ 
rooming as well as many other times since the crop has 
been up, and have seen no trace whatever of the worm ; 
my crop at present, is in a very luxuriant state. I have ap^ 
plied 10 cwt. per acre this season to a turnip crop at seed 
time, the soil not favourable to their growth, and from 
which I had never before a good crop ; I have now an 
abundant one, equal both in quantity and quality to the 
crops on my best turnip land. I believe it to be an excels 
lent manure for pasture, if applied in April or May, and 
that it tends greatly to cool land that is much exposed t<> 
the sun in a hot summer. 

THOMAS BROMWTCHt 



TO MR. S. HARRIS. 

Hill Moreton Lodge, near Rugby, Dec. 27th, 1827/ 

In 1826, I applied 10 cwt of Salt per acre to 
afield intended for turnips, at seed time, and had a very 
abundant crop. This year I have had a crop of bar- 
ley from the same field, without any other manure, the 
quality of which was very fine and the quantity mucli 
greater than I ever obtained before pfi* the same land.; 
Jt was previously of very moderate quality and had for years 
been over run with coltsfoot, which has not appeared since 
the Salt was applied. 1 was so fully satisfied with my owp 
experiment and the favourable reports of my neighbours, 
who had tried it for their wheat, that I have salted all my 
wheat land this year and the crops are now in a very luxu,-^ 
riant state. 

JOHN CLARKE. 
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TO MR. S. HARRIS. 

Mitton, near Penkridge, Stafibrdshire, Feb 2nd, 1828. 
I first Dscd Salt as a manure in ihe Autumn of 
1824, by applying it on a part of my Farm ibat was 
very much overrpn with Ti'eeds, particularly sow ibis., 
ties and coltsfoot ; since the application of Salt those 
destructive weeds have never appeared, and 1 have ob^ 
served that my crops of grain of aU descriptions on laud 
that had been saltea were better in quality, and the pro^ 
duce more abundant than from the same description of land 
where none had been applied. I have uniformly found the 
greatest benefit from tne application of Salt upon light 
soils, but where I have applied it on very cold land it 
has been injurious. There is one striking effect from 
Salt, that I have noticed to be uniform on all soils, that 
of giving strength and colour to the straw and where-* 
ever I have applied ii, the com has stood upright, 
where it was before the application uniformly laid and 
injured by the weather, and I have no doubt but the 
property of giving strength to the straw will be found 
the same under all circumstances. In 1826, I 9pplied 
Salt to a part of a piece intended for turnips, and part 
of the field I drefsed with yard manure. Although the 
turnip crop totally failed inmy neighbourhood in everv other 
instance, I had a most abundant crop on that part of the 
field that was salted, though they failed completely on that 
part where I applied the yard manure. The crop of barley 
that succeeded tne turnips was very excellent in quality • 
the part that was salted was so mucii earlier than the other' 
that the latter continued growing after I had secured the 
former. I am just now thrashing the crop, and you will 
perceive by the samples that I have sent you, astrikino- 
difierence between them both in the colour and condition • 
where no Salt had been applied the crop was laid and ripeUf* 
ed unkindly, while the other was secured in the best con- 
dition possible. I have repeatedly found I lb. of Salt dis- 
solved in a quart of colcf water a cure for the gripes in 
horses in very desperate cases. From the circumstance of 
the Salt I applied being mixed with ashes, I had no means 
of ascertaining the exact quantity, but I think there was 
from 15 to 20cwt. per acre applied. 

THOMAS. ROGERS. 
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